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VOLUNTEER PARTY

In February, we hosted a fantastic party to celebrate our amazing volunteers and show
our appreciation for all their hard work and dedication to LDVG over the past year. The
evening was filled with fun, games, dancing, socializing, and, of course, some
unforgettable karaoke moments!

Our regular caterers treated everyone to a delicious warm buffet, which was thoroughly
enjoyed by all. A big thank you goes to Ann, our Project Coordinator, for putting together a
fabulous program packed with activities and laughter-it was a hit with everyone who
attended.

Music and karaoke were provided by The Five O’Clock Somewhere’s, who kept the energy
high and the dance floor buzzing all night long. As this year marked LDVG’s 30th
anniversary, we embraced the theme of “Pearl” throughout the celebration. Many guests
added a touch of pearl to their outfits, and everyone received beautiful handmade gifts
crafted by Ann as a special token of our gratitude.

It truly was a brilliant night, and we are so grateful to everyone who made it possible.
Thank you once again to all our wonderful volunteers—you are the heart of LDVG!




PUTTING THE “FUN” IN FUNDRAISING

Welcome, Emma Downs!
We are happy to officially welcome Emma Downs to our
Charity family as our new Fundraiser!

Emma will be focusing on new and innovative ways to raise
funds for LDVG, ensuring we can continue delivering our
activities and services.

From our well-loved bi-annual coffee mornings and
participation in gala days and Christmas markets to
exciting new events like online raffles and themed nights, .
Emma is already bringing fresh ideas that we believe will be j
a great success.

We’re thrilled to have you on board, Emma-welcome to the team!
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H“i Valentines Bouquet Raffle:

4 SRR AR AL L To celebrate Valentines day, a raffle was held to
S ) raise funds for LDVG. The winner, Sharon Clark,
"L-MHE.' won a beautiful chocolate bouquet made
o e gy especially for the occasion.
@ s A Thank you to everyone who supported us by
E"%\. entering the raffle, raising a total of £222.

80's Quiz & Disco Night:

Emma’s first fundraising event took place on March 7th at Raploch Bowling Club, and it
was a night to remember! The evening was a fantastic blend of nostalgia and fun,
featuring an exciting ’80s-themed quiz and an unforgettable disco party.

Emma’s hard work and dedication truly shone through, creating an atmosphere that had
everyone buzzing with excitement. Teams brought their A-game to the quiz, and many
guests fully embraced the spirit of the era by dressing up in iconic ’80s fashion.

The dance floor was alive with energy as classic hits filled the air, making it a night full of

laughter, dancing, and great memories. Everyone had an amazing time, and we can’t wait
to see what Emma has in store for us next! In total £ was raised at this event! Fantastic!
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SPREADING THE WORD

Grateful Thanks to Larkhall Professional
Businessmen’s Club: We were delighted to be
invited to attend the Larkhall Professional
Businessmen’s Club Committee meeting, where
John, our Activities Assistant presented an
overview of LDVG and our work in the community.
We are incredibly grateful to the committee for
their warm welcome and for their generous
donation of £100 towards our 30th anniversary
celebrations in 2025.

A heartfelt thank you to everyone involved for their
support—it means so much to us!

Dalserf Woman’s Guild:

To spread the word even further, John attended
one of Dalserf Women’s Guild meetings to deliver a
presentation on LDVG.

The ladies gained valuable insights and seemed
genuinely interested in everything we offer. We
would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude for the

I'.-';“ - generous donations we have received from
Dalserf Church. Since last year they have donated £884.75 to LDVG. Their kindness and
support have made a meaningful difference to our cause. We are deeply touched by their
ongoing generosity and sincerely appreciate their contributions.

ENTERTAINING OUR CAFE

We were honoured to be contacted by a talented gentleman, Gordon Dunn, who offered
to share his musical talents with LDVG. Gordon is a skilled vocalist and guitarist, and we
were thrilled to find a way to incorporate his talents into our community services.

When Gordon reached out to see if he could provide some entertainment for our
members, we knew just the place—our community café on Fridays! He made his debut
performance on Valentine’s Day, and wow, did he impress! His performance was such a
hit that we’re excited to announce he will now be performing here on the first Friday of
every month from12 pm to 2 pm.

Our community café is open to everyone, so why not come along,
enjoy some free toasties, cakes, and hot drinks, and soak up the
atmosphere? If you join us on the first Friday of the month, you’ll also
get to meet Gordon and enjoy his fantastic live music.

A huge thank you to Gordon for his support so far—-we’re looking &
forward to many more great events together!




VASLAN RECRUITMENT EVENT

Ann and John recently attended a volunteer
recruitment drive in Hamilton town centre, where
they had the chance to connect with individuals
passionate about volunteering. It was a fantastic
opportunity to share information about LDVG and
inspire potential new volunteers to get involved.
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The event provided valuable networking
opportunities, allowing us to collaborate with other
voluntary organisations and help direct suitable
candidates to the right roles. It was great to see the
community coming together to support and
promote volunteering!

FIRST AID TRAINING

In January this year, staff attended a refresher course in
Emergency First Aid in the Workplace training. It was a full day of

- learning packed with practical skills and valuable knowledge
providing participants with confidence, preparing them to
administer first aid in an emergency situation.

A notice identifying our first aiders is on display inside our
building and they are dedicated to keeping our workplace safe.

MANY OF OUR ROOMS ARE AVAILABLETO OUR MINIBUSES ARE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
THE COMMUNITY TO HIRE TO NON-PROFIT MAKING COMMUNITY
1 X LARGE HALL 2 X MEDIUM MEETING ORGANISATIONS AND VOLUNTARY
ROOMS 1XSMALL MEETING ROOM GROUPS IN THE LANARKSHIRE AREA.
FULLY EQUIPPED CATERING KITCHEN. OUR MINIBUSES CAN BE HIRED WITH ONE
CATERING & IT EQUIPMENT CAN ALSO BE OF OUR VOLUNTEER DRIVERSORON A
PROVIDED AT A COST. SELF-HIRE BASIS - ALL FUEL IS SUPPLIED.
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FOR A QUOTE PLEASE CONTACT FOR A QUOTE PLEASE CONTACT
FINANCE@LDVG.ORG.UK OR CALL 01698 888893 TRANSPORT@LDVG.ORG.UK OR CALL 01698 888893



TRANSPORT

A Big Thank You to Our Volunteers!

We are thrilled to share some exciting news from our Community Transport service!
Thanks to the incredible dedication of our volunteers, we’ve completed 226 passenger
journeys and contributed 700 hours of volunteer service so far this year!
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These generous volunteers have made a real difference in the lives of community
members by providing reliable transportation to those who need it most. Whether it’s
getting to medical appointments, attending lunch clubs, joining walking groups, or
helping local schoolchildren participate in outings, our volunteers have made it possible
for people to access the services and activities that matter most to them.

“We are incredibly grateful for the time and effort of our volunteer drivers,” said
Jacqueline Gallacher, Transport Coordinator. “Their commitment to helping others truly
embodies the spirit of community, and we couldn’t do this without them!”

We continue to rely on the dedication of our volunteers to keep this service running
smoothly, and we are always looking for more people to join our team. If you are
interested in helping, or if you know someone who would be, we’d love to hear from youl!

If you’re interested in volunteering or learning more about the Charity, please contact us
at 01698 888893.

Thank you once again to everyone who’s volunteered so far. Together, we are making a
real differencel!



Social Enterprise Fund:

We are delighted to share that we secured funding from the Social Enterprise Fund,
managed by VASLan. This funding has allowed us to purchase a customised database
system for our Transport department, training and some new equipment. The addition of
this new software should:

Simplify booking and scheduling for our passengers

Track and manage volunteer driver hours more effectively

Improve communication with passengers and volunteers

Ensure smoother coordination for outings, appointments, and other activities

This should make the Transport department more efficient, streamlined and make
reporting to our Transport funders much easier.

Jackie and Muriel have already attended some training and are looking forward to using
the new system - although it will take a bit of time uploading all the information. Thank
you to the funders for this opportunity.

This upgrade is an important step forward in improving the quality of service we provide,

and we’re excited to see the positive impact it’s already having on both volunteers and
community members.
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LEARNING, NETWORKING, AND GROWING

On 5th February, our Finance Officer,

Charlene, attended SCVO (Scottish Council GEthEﬁng
for Voluntary Organisations)'s “The
Gathering” which was held at the DAY 2 Events
International Conference Centre in

Edinburgh.

This prestigious event offered a valuable
opportunity for networking and learning,
bringing together professionals from the
voluntary sector.

Whilst at the event, Charlene participated in
a range of workshops, covering topics from
funding to fundraising, gaining knowledge
and strategies to support our organisation’s
future growth and success.




Day Trip
"Our dedicated volunteer driver Ann Rodger taking one of our groups on an outing to
Cumnock Outlet!"

Thanks to our amazing volunteers, we are able to offer fun and memorable outings like
this one. Their time and dedication make these experiences possible, and we couldn't be
more grateful for their support in creating lasting connections and opportunities for our
community members.

SCAM AWARENESS

Phoney Police:

Criminals are again impersonating the police and using telephone calls to scare people
into revealing their financial details. Typically, you are told that you’re being defrauded,
and the police are trying to help you, but the calls can sometimes be accusatory,
claiming you have been reported for a crime.

Fraudsters impersonate the police to scare you into action by
pretending to be a voice of authority. Some statements they
typically say are:

“You’ve been a victim of fraud” “Someone reported you” and % *x%
“You are going to be arrested” ' 6 6 '

If you receive a call like this, make sure to not give away any personal information, and
maybe consider installing a call blocker to reduce the chances of these calls happening
again.
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STAY UP TO DATE WITH LDVG

To stay up to date with everything going on with LDVG and its partners, please consider
following us on social media. This is where we post updates and news and it’s a great way
to stay in touch.

Facebook
facebook.com/LarkhallDistrictVolunteerGroup

Twitter Instagram
@LarkhallVolGrp @LarkhallVolGrp

You can also find more information about LDVG and what we do at the following:

LDVG Website

www.ldvg.org.uk

LinkedIn

www.linkedin.com/company/11639116

HOW YOU CAN GIVE TO LDVG

There are lots of ways that you can help LDVG to continue making a big difference in the
community! Check our website or scan the QR codes for more details.

You can support us while shopping online using Easy Fundraising, which contributes a
donation to LDVG at no additional cost to you! Easy Fundraising is supported by over
3,600 retailers including Amazon, ASOS and eBay.

We have recently set up a Just Giving page which you can use to donate to or fundraise
for LDVG, contributing to the continuation of all our services.



